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15,  1933,  and  Droadca,st  Ly  a  nctvrorli  of  49  associate  rIBG 


Service,  delivered  in  tne 
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Since  tne  nrices  of  la^mi  proo.ucts  "began  to  tnioble  in  1921,  midnest  farmers 
nave  nad  several  years  of  experience  learning  non  to  reduce  costs.  It  has  "been 
a  "bitter  fight  against  "Old  Han  Denression, "  especially  siiice  1929.  Tne  attack 
has  "been  made  on  throe  frontsi  against  overhead  costs,  agannst  production  costs, 
and  even  agai:ist  the  cost  of  living. 

Farmers  are  rcdn-.cing  tlie  overhead  costs  of  operating  th^ir  "business  by  mak¬ 
ing  t'neir  present  machinery  aid  cogaipmont  last  longer. 

They  are  attending  extension  meetings  to  leenn  more  about lepairing  macnineiy. 
The  4-H  club  members  arc  orgaiizing  "fix  it"  clubs. 

Extension  reports  contain  t'lousands  of  instaices  of  farm  families  wnich  nave 
used  infoma.tion  given  by  extension  egents  about  cutting  family  living  costs 
out  reducing  living  standards.  Missouri  farm  families  t7iat  raised  none  gardens 
under  extension  loahership  produced  an  coverage  of  $1.17  worth  01  vegetables  lor 
the  ffvmil:^  table  for  each  7iour  of  labor  put  into  garden  wor?.c.  Thousands  of  farm 
families  arc  sotting  a  good  table  with  a  ca.sh  e::penditure  for  food  of  less  tnan 
a  dollar  a  week. 

Sut  I  want  to  mention  especially  the  waj^s  in  which  faJmers,  with  the  help 
of  scientific  information,  are  cutting  th'..ir  costs  of  produchig  crops  and  live¬ 
stock. 

For  one  thiiig,  they  are  planning  their  vurk  so  a.s  to  make  more  efiicient  use 
of  labor  and  to  cut  down  labor  expense.  They  are  turning  more  of  tneir  land  to 
the  production  of  feeds  for  livestock,  especially  leguraes.  Horses  fed  on  cnearp 
feed  are  tal'ing  the  'olace  of  tractors  requiring  gas  amd  oil  at  casn  e:cpense.  That 
extends  even  to  using  horses  for  the  necessary  business  trips  to  town. 

Other  methods  which  cut  down  the  cost  of  producing  a  hundred  pounds  of  live¬ 
stock  or  a  bushel  of  crops  ah  so  are  helping  pull  farmers  of  the  middle  west 
through  this  bitter  period.  Scientific  methods  t^isb  increase  yields  per  a,cre 
without  additional  ezroense  e-uable  men  to  come  closer  to  malokcg  a.  living.  Here 
is  an  instance  from  Sa.unders  Co'unty,  I'Hbraslza.  Thirty- seven  farmers  of  that 
county  last  year  reported  their  cost  of  'oroducing  winter  wheat.  One  group  aver¬ 
aged  14  bushels  ner  acre  at  a  cost  of  76  cents  a  bushel.  But  another  group  01 
neighboring  farmers  averaged  27  bushels  per  acre  at  a  cost  of  only  39  cents  a 
bushel . 

ITow  some  of  the  methods  of  decreasing  the  cost  per  bushel  may  increa-se  the 
cost  per  acre  and  still  pay.  For  instance,  l3,st  year  14,000  Minnesota  f aimers 
cooperated  with  the  Extension  Service  in  using  about  8  thousand  tons  of  poison 
bait  to  arotect  more  than  a  million  acres  of  crops  from  grasshoppers.  These 
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Minnesota  farmers  vrlio  conld  not  afford  to  lose  their  crops  reported  that  they 
saved  more  than  9  million  "oushcls  of  crops  and  more  than  80  tons  of  hay  as  a 
resiilt  of  t’ne  help  of  the  Extension  Service. 

Reducing  losses  from  livestoclx  diseases  is  another  method  that  cuts  produc¬ 
tion  costs.  Swine  sanitation,  for  example,  not  only  reduces  pig  losses  for  Corn 
Belt  farmers  out  also  enables  them  to  put  their  pigs  on  the  markets  at  the  most 
advanta^geous  time.  The  men  in  the  Corn  Belt  who  followed  the  swine  sanitation 
and  feeding  practices  recommended  by  co^nity  agents  last  year  saved  at  least  a 
dollar  a  ‘nundred  by  cutting  the  cost  per  pound  of  grain,  and  by  getting  their 
hogs  to  riiarket  vhen  the  highest  spring  a,nd  fall  prices  were  paid.  Those  who 
kept  their  hogs  a  month  or  two  longer  had  to  sell  for  at  least  a  dollar  a  hundred 
less. 

Eour  hundred  and  twelve  Missouri  poultry  raisers  who  followed  the  Grow 
Healthy  Chicles  plcin  recommended  by  the  State  Agric'oltural  Extension  Service  re¬ 
ported  a  saving  of  $9  each  because  of  smaller  losses  of  chicks  in  brooding. 
Missouri  poultrjr  raisers  also  saved  a  total  of  about  100  thousand  dollars  by 
using  about  five  thousand  tons  of  chick  feeds  mixed  at  home  or  by  local  feed 
dealers  according  to  formula  recommended  by  the  Missouri  Er.tension  Service. 

Economic  production  with  a  "Live-at-horae"  program  will  reduce  losses  to  a 
minimum.  IThen  the  uptui’n  in  prices  does  come,  such  practices  established  in  the 
present  period  will  help  the  midwest  farmer  pull  through,  pay  his  debts,  and  save 
some  money. 


